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Hello Everyone,
Well here we are at
the end of another
successful term. Spring
is just around the
corner and it is lovely
to see the flowers
again and isn’t it nice to
have lighter mornings
and evenings.
There have been some great learning
opportunities and activities that have taken
place. I hope that you enjoy reading about them
over the next few pages. I particularly enjoyed
‘World Book Day’. There were some amazing
costumes and it was really good to see our
pupils really enjoying books and reading. We
welcomed Ellis Kyle onto our team in February.
Ellis is working in Key Stage 3 and has made
positive relationships with students and staff.
It was great to see parents and carers in
school on Wednesday. The pupils really enjoy
showing their work and sharing their learning
with you all. Your support is very much
appreciated.
As always your children are an absolute credit
to you all. We get some fabulous comments
from members of the public and visitors to
school and it is an absolute privilege to hear
them.
I wish you all a very happy Easter and a safe
and enjoyable holiday. Monday 9th April is an
INSET day so we welcome pupils back on
Tuesday 10th April.
Ann Harrison
Headteacher

The Friends of Bennerley Fields are busy
planning for the summer fair to be held 25th
May 2018. If you are able to help run a stall
or help us gather raffle prizes we would be
extremely grateful.
Our next meeting is :
Wednesday 11th April at 11:00am
Also please remember to sign up for the Giving
Machine to help generate funds while you shop
at many retailers including Amazon, eBay,
Next, M&S etc:
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
The sign up code is 265835 then select
Friends of Bennerley Fields.
Then you simply go to The Giving Machine
website first and follow the link to your
chosen site. You then order as normal. School
will get a small percentage on all eligible
purchases. There is no extra charge to
yourself.
Attendance
14 Pupils have achieved 100% attendance
this term – Well Done!
Dates for your Diary
Last day of term – Fri 23rd March
INSET day – Monday 9th April
Pupils return to school–Tues 10th April
Sports Day / Summer Fair – Fri 25th May
Half Term – 28th May – 1st June

Ladybirds - KS1
The Ladybirds have had a very busy term exploring activities
around our themes of ‘night and day’ and ‘sounds and music’.
We have enjoyed sharing the ‘Whatever Next story’, and
created our own rockets and planets from paint and collage
materials.
Our favourite afternoon was spent having a picnic on the
moon, like teddy did in the story. We dressed in space
helmets and decorated the table to look like the surface of
the moon.
We have been learning about light and

dark, using torches and switch toys, creating
silhouettes and shadow puppets.
This half term we have created our own Ladybird’s
band, using electronic drums, guitars, violins and
other instruments. We have used the microphone
and the amplifier to play and sing along to our
favourite songs. We will share our musical talents
with parents and carers during the open afternoon.
All the Ladybirds thoroughly enjoyed dressing up and
sharing in World Book Day. We have all made
progress in our exploration and sharing of favourite
books.

Busy Bees – KS1

During Spring term we have been focusing on People Who Help us.
We have looked at a range of job roles and have even met some
people who help us. We had a visit from the Fire Department and
the Police Service.
This was really fun as we had a great time looking at all of their
equipment, sitting in their vehicles and even had a turn at using
the water hose!

.
We have been engaging in lots of role play
with our friends and using junk modelling
to craft emergency vehicles. We have
enjoyed lots of painting this term and
engaging in sensory play to investigate
stories such as the 3 Little Pigs.

Tigers - Key Stage 2

In Tigers this term we have been learning about
People Who Help Us. We started off by finding
out about the Emergency Services and were
really lucky to have visits from both the Police
and the Fire Service. We had great fun
pretending to drive the fire engine and got wet
spraying the hoses. We even made gingerbread
postal workers, police officers and firefighters!

Tara Cooking
In Literacy and Topic we’ve really enjoyed dressing up in a whole
load of costumes. We have also had a lovely time reading lots of
stories. Our favourite was Owl Babies. If you want to hear it
at home, here’s the link: https://youtu.be/e6aYYiyQUmY
We have been working hard in Numeracy too, practising our
counting and number recognition skills, working with numbers up
to and beyond 100. We have been learning about more and less
and using different measurements.

Jamie doing Numeracy

Dolphins – Key Stage 2
Dolphins have had lots of fun exploring during our People Who Help Us topic.
We have had some exciting visits from the Fire Brigade and Police and loved
having a go in some emergency vehicles!

We have also been busy role playing in our home corner which has been
many things this term, including a hairdressing salon, a post office and a
Chinese restaurant.
There have also been lots of celebrations to take part in. We enjoyed
making Chinese dragons to celebrate Chinese New Year, making cards for
Mother’s Day and even some pancake tasting!
We absolutely loved having Mr Balloony visit us for Children’s
Mental Health Week and had great fun exploring balloon art!
On World Book Day we spent time discovering a Stickman
barefoot trail and relaxing in the Reading Den, looking at
stories with some of our Key Stage 4 friends.
We have been learning how to engage in activities for longer
amounts of time and our concentration is really growing! We
have also spent lots of time exploring our senses and are
becoming so much more relaxed during our Peer Massage
sessions!

Eagles - Key Stage 2

Eagle’s class have done lots of fun and exciting
things this term. We have been learning about
‘People Who Help Us’.

We have learnt about the Fire and Police
Services and they came to visit us.

As part of our art we have created some beautiful
paintings looking at light, shade and blending colours.
We have been working on number calculations in
numeracy and using these skills in functional ways
such as during our community trips to Morrison’s.

As part of Children’s Mental Health Week, we had
fun doing activities that make us feel good. Mr
Balloony came to school to teach us some new tricks
such as learning the art of plate spinning!
We have been working on teamwork and how to be a
good friend to earn lots of marbles!! Last term we
had a class vote and decided to spend our marbles to
have an extra-long choose time with party snacks.

3M – Key Stage 3
Another busy term has been and gone. In
The Victorians topic, our industrious pupils
learned all about the incredible lengths we
had to go to, to do the laundry during Queen
Victoria’s reign. The Erewash Museum has a
great service and we used smelly carbolic
soap, the wash tub, suction plungers, the
washboard and finally the mangle before
pegging out our soggy laundry to dry. Then
we looked at the original 1920s scullery
removed from a local house in the 1990s.
Amazing how people coped perfectly well
without washing machines and tumble
dryers!
We have now moved on to The History of
Pop Music and Mick, Karen and Dan are
inflicting old music on the class on a regular
basis.

Did you know The Beatles were one of the
first major bands who actually wrote their
own songs? We are examining song lyrics
and trying to understand how good songs
are rather like poems. Simon and
Garfunkel’s The Sound of Silence has been a
popular example, along with Gary Jules’
version of Mad World. We are designing
album covers, creating band image shots and
a whole range of other fun stuff.

Congratulations to one of our pupils who was
brave enough to stand as a candidate for
the Derbyshire Youth Council. We wish him
well for the results.

3F – Key Stage 3
We’ve done lots of great things since
Christmas in 3F, like learning about the
Victorians and the story of Oliver Twist by
Charles Dickens in our literacy lessons.
We got together with 3K and 3/4A for
drama sessions to act out scenes from the
play and really enjoyed becoming the
characters, picking pockets and having lots
of fun.
Continuing the theme of the Victorians, we
pretended to be children in the workhouse
by sorting out wool to make a weaving loom
in Art. We chose different colours and
built up our skills over a couple of weeks.
The end results were fantastic and we were
very proud.

3K - Key Stage 3
3k have had a busy term experiencing lots of
different activities.
Last terms topic was the Victorians where we
looked at different aspects of life during this
time. To make it more meaningful to the
pupils we visited the Erewash Museum to use
their facilities, such as a Victorian class
room, where the pupils were surprised how
things have changed for the better. We then
went for an organised Victorian wash day. The
pupils wore authentic costumes and used
Victorian props to wash clothes including a
wash tub and a mangle.

For our enrichment Wednesdays, we visited
Rutland Sports Hall for PE to play
badminton, step aerobics and parkour. Since
half-term, we have been to Shining Cliff
Woods for bushcraft on Wednesdays. We
have collected sticks to build a fire and
cooked potatoes and bacon on the campfire.

We were then invited back to work with local
artists doing craft activities for Chinese New
Year.
We have started Adventurous Activities with
3/4A and have had some great days including
going to Black Rocks to rock scramble and had
the chance to ride different types of bikes.
When the snow came we changed our planned
morning and went to Shipley Park. Another
brilliant day was when we went for a walk
around the park at Chatsworth. The pupils
were really impressed with the beautiful
surroundings.

3/4 A
A fantastic term for 3/4A. Joining other
key stage classes for various activities has
given our guys opportunities to be a valued
member of a team.
Drama sessions with 3F involved acting out
scenes from Oliver Twist which was so
much fun and provided gatherings that
everyone looked forward to.
Adventurous Activities with 3K have seen
great examples of team work, positive
interactions and friendships which have
been inspiring, providing us with many
WOW moments.
PE at the Rutland sport centre with 3F
have given us opportunities to improve
skills in badminton, ball skills, parkour and
step aerobics/dance and interaction with
our friends.

4S - Key Stage 4

Table Cricket Competition
KS4 students enjoyed a fantastic afternoon as guests of Stanton
Vale School, Long Eaton, recently. The special occasion was a Table
Cricket competition, organised by Derbyshire County Cricket Club
(DCCC).
The students already knew how to play this super game because
they had been practising their Table Cricket skills with Matt from
DCCC in PE lessons.
The photos show some of our students scoring runs and having a
‘ball of a time’ playing Table Cricket.
The Big Vote
Students across school have taken part in ‘The Big Vote’,
where they choose our school’s representative for the
Derbyshire Youth Council, which is made up of 57 young
people between the ages of 11 and 18. The young people are
elected from across the county and get to have a say about
things affecting young people.
We have two fine young candidates for the Big Vote from
4S and 3M classes.
Stanton Vale School in Long Eaton do not have any
candidates for this year’s Big Vote, so they are going to
join with us and vote for one of our candidates.
Whatever the outcome of the election, we are all very
proud of the boys. They would both be excellent
representatives in the Derbyshire Youth Council.

Family Support and Pastoral Care

Fliss Hayden
Head of Pastoral
Care, Wellbeing &
Therapies

Julie Addison
Family Support
Worker

It’s been a short and sweet Spring term for
the Pastoral Team with lots of exciting things
going on!
The out of school Social Clubs have continued
to take place with yet more bowling and visits
to cafes for tea and cake! It has been a real
pleasure to spend time with the students in
more informal contexts and wonderful to see
the strong relationships they have with each
other. Some lovely moments!
Our Mental Health Awareness Week was a
great success! The school had themed days
which focused around this year’s message:
“Being Ourselves” This ranged from holding
special assemblies which focused on the
importance of taking care of our mental
health, to Street Dancing and a visit from Mr
Balloony! All students showed really positive
attitudes throughout the week and it was
great to see them really reflecting on the
importance of their own mental health and
encouraging good mental health in others. The
non-uniform day for this event raised £110
for the children’s mental health charity
“Place2Be” which was amazing! Thank you very
much for all of your
support!

Our first Parent/Carer Pamper Morning was
well received and parents and carers enjoyed
some massage therapy, beauty treatments
and a good old natter! We have had requests
to hold another event very soon and this is
expected to be held during the last week in
April. More details to follow!

Dates for your diary:
Last week in April: Parent/Carer
Pamper Morning
Wednesday 13th June: “Siblings”
Parent/Carer Workshop

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have
any issues in which you need advice or
support.
Wishing you an “eggsciting” Easter!
Fliss and Julie (The Pastoral Team)

The Governing Board has seen some changes
over the last few months. Two of our
Governors have resigned and we would like to
say a huge thank you to Sarah Menzies and
Ian Cresswell for all their support as
Governors and wish them all the best in their
new endeavours.
We welcomed Ruth Orrell-Stokes who was
appointed as a Co-Opted Governor on 26th
February 2018.

Governors regularly attend school events
such as the Christmas Concerts and
Parent-Teachers afternoons. They can be
identified by their green lanyards and are
always happy to talk with parents/carers.
The following activities have been
undertaken by Governors over the last
few months:

Governors regularly come into school to
meet with staff and pupils and to ensure
they meet their governing responsibilities
to monitor progress across school. The
following school visits were made:
School Visits:
•
Leadership and Management
•
Safeguarding-including LAC
•
Personal Development and Welfare
•
Quality of Teaching
•
Attendance
•
KS3
•
SEND
•
KS2
•
Pupil View
•
Outcomes

Janet Seymour and Sedella Hearson have
been appointed as joint Vice-Chairs.

The three core functions of Governors
have been monitored over the previous
months in the following ways:
Vision
•
Governors have continued to discuss
the possibility of becoming an
academy and forming a MAT with
other Special Schools
Accountability
•
Ensuring all policies are up-to-date
(a list can be found on the website)
•
Reviewing the Headteacher’s termly
report
•
Attending GDPR training to ensure
compliance to new regulations
regarding data protection
•
Self-Evaluation of the Governing
Board to ensure we have the right
skill set.
Finance
•
Monitored the budget and any staff
absence
•
Discussed and planned for the new
financial year
•
Agreed what services to purchase
•
Monitored and agreed the staffing
structure

