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Our Apprentices this year, Jess Bray and
Lauren Hill, are also leaving us and we wish them
all the very best in their new schools.
Sue Firth has decided to reduce her working
hours. Sue has been an extremely valued
member of the senior leadership team. She has
worked incredibly hard and has been an integral
part of the team moving our school into its
outstanding status.
Well here we are at the end of another school
year. It has been a busy term. We said good
bye to our year 11 group. We celebrated with
them at their prom and leaving assembly. I am
sure that they will continue to be successful
on their new journey.
Our students have had a busy term taking
part in exciting learning opportunities,
residentials and trips out.
Two of our Key stage 3 students, Peter Welsh
and Anthony Holmes took part in the National
Athletics Championships in Watford. Well
done to both of them! Kien Rigley and Jordan
Hansen will be taking part in the Derby
triathlon on 23rd July. We are very proud of
all of our athletes.
As usual our students have been a credit to
you all and I am sure that you will enjoy
reading about their adventures over the next
few pages!
We are sad to be saying goodbye to Chris
Birtwistle. Chris has been an outstanding
teacher and SENDCo. She had made a real
difference to the pupils and families here at
Bennerley Fields and we are very lucky that
she chose to work here. I am sure that you
will all join me in saying thank you and good
luck.

From September Fliss Hayden will be our Head
of Pastoral Care, Wellbeing and Therapies and
will take on the role of SENDCo. I know that
she will do a fantastic job.
I wish you all a safe and happy holiday and look
forward to welcoming everyone back in
September!
Ann Harrison
Headteacher

Attendance
17 Pupils have achieved 100%
attendance this term – Well Done!
Special congratulations to Lewis
Nicholls and Matthew Hallam who have
100% attendance for the whole year!

Dates for your Diary
Last day of term – Friday 21st July
INSET day – Mon 4th Sept
Pupils return to school – Tues 5th Sept
Half Term – 23rd Oct to 27th Oct

Sport at Bennerley Fields

Students have been working incredibly hard in
PE this year and the summer term has seen
some excellent achievements in a variety of
sports.
Anthony and Peter
from KS3 qualified
for the national
athletics
championships and
had a fantastic in
Watford competing
against elite athletes
from all across the UK. We are very proud of
Bennerley’s first national athletes and look
forward to many more joining them in the
coming years.
Our school football team participated in a
tournament with our federation partner
schools earlier this month. They displayed
great skills and teamwork throughout the day.
It was a great opportunity to make new
friends and the boys were a credit to our
school community.

Butterflies – Early Years
In the Butterflies class we have been
learning about Sun, Sea and Sand. The
children enjoyed making a display using
photographs of their families and
themselves enjoying water and sand. They
added drawings and pictures and decided
where to stick everything. We also enjoyed
a trip to the splash pad at West Park in the
glorious sunshine and used some of these
photographs. The children have enjoyed
mark making with meaning in different role
plays too, including an ice-cream shop, train
station and an airport. All of the children
have really progressed with mark making
activities this term!

Kien from KS3 will soon become our first
student from school to take part in a
triathlon. He will be completing the cycling
and running elements of the race with our
Deputy Head Alistair swimming to make up
the team. The triathlon is hosted by former
F1 world champion Jenson Button and takes
place in Markeaton Park, Derby in July.

Ladybirds - KS1
After Easter the Ladybirds class were learning
all about Minibeasts. We enjoyed a visit to the
Tropical butterfly house in Sheffield. There
were many exciting animals to see like the
Meerkats and the flying Owl display. In the
butterfly house we saw many caterpillars,
cocoons and butterflies. We also had our own set
of butterflies to grow and care for. We liked
feeding our tadpoles and watching them grow
legs to become froglets.

We liked learning to play alongside our
friends.

Charlie sequencing Incy Wincy Spider.
This last term we have been learning
about Sun, Sea and Sand. We have
discovered lots of creatures that live
under the Sea, learnt several songs and
shared stories. Our favourites were
“Shark in the Park”, “Bright Stanley” and
“Look Out”. We enjoy many guessing
games to find out which is the hidden
creature on the whiteboard.

We have enjoyed making and tasting our own
Ice cream sundaes as well as making Jelly
fish out of jelly with strawberry lace
tentacles.

We will miss all our lovely Ladybirds
as they move up to Busy Bees at the
end of this School year. We look
forward to seeing them grow and
make great friendships together.

Here are
Elijah,
Callum and
Harrison
exploring
the Ice
cream shop.

Jake matching
the initial
sounds to the
Sea creatures.

Chris would also like to thank all the children, their Parents/Carers and Early Years Staff
for making her very happy over the past years at this School. She will be retiring at the
end of this term and wishes you all well for the future!

Busy Bees – KS1
Busy Bees have grown and matured this term.
We have been looking at The Stone Age and In
the Garden. We really enjoyed investigating
historical materials to find out what they are
made of and what the properties of each
material are. Our favourite investigations
involved us testing Stone Age foods tasted

yummy and could be squashed using wooden
cooking tools! We visited the Stick Yard at
Chatsworth House to have a Stone Age Day.
It was lots of fun making spears for hunting,
making dens and using wattle and daub to make
walls.
As part of our In the Garden topic been
watching the lifecycle of butterflies. We have

watched them grow from tiny caterpillars to
fat caterpillars and we are waiting for them to
come out of their crystallises and turn into
butterflies. We have been using lots of sensory
learning to investigate a variety of different
plants. We have smelt different herbs and have
planted new plants. We have used grass seed
to make grass caterpillars and are watching
beanstalks sprout from the bean. We are using
our community mornings to visit garden centres
and public gardens such as the ones at Shipley
Park.

Tigers - Key Stage 2
This term Tiger Class have had a very
buzzzy time learning about the wonderful
world of mini beasts! We nurtured and
raised some Painted Lady butterflies, which
the children loved and were fascinated to
see the different stages of metamorphosis.
Letting the butterflies go in our garden was
a very exciting moment!
We also had a visit from the Animal man, who introduced
us to chinchillas, spiders, millipedes and rabbits, among
many others. The children have enjoyed learning about
life cycles and the characteristics of the different
creatures.

Dolphins – Key Stage 2
In the Summer term Dolphins
have had fun experiencing what
it was like in the Stone Age.
We cooked stone age bread and
tried to make stone age shoes.
We also spent a day with KS2
at the Stickyard at
Chatsworth. We had a
prehistoric animal hunt, made
spears and shelters.

After half term we have been busy in the garden. We
planted peas and other vegetables in the garden just before
Easter. Then outside our classroom area we are growing
herbs and have built a bug hotel. When our peas were grown
we picked them and podded them. Then we made pea soup.

We had a lovely time at Victoria Park with the Park
Ranger, even though it was raining! We picked up
leaves and flower petals then we rubbed them onto
material and made flags.

Eagles - Key Stage 2
Eagle’s class have done lots of fun and exciting
things this term during the topics; Stone Age and
In the Garden. We have learnt lots of new facts
about the Stone Age Eras, how they lived and how
we have evolved over time. We looked at how
people from the Palaeolithic Stone Age era built
homes and tried our hand at wattle and daubing
and had lots of fun getting extremely messy at
Shipley Park!
As part of our Stone Age topic we learnt how to
forage for food and collect what we need to cook
on an open fire with Ian!
Our topic this half term has been focussed on ‘In
the Garden’; we have looked at the metamorphosis
of caterpillars to butterflies and have successfully
cared for 5 butterflies from tiny caterpillars and
released them in the garden! We have also been
pond dipping to see what weird and wonderful mini
beasts we could find. We also made some bird
feeders from lard, bird seeds, cheese and oats for
the garden.

3F – Key Stage 3
3F have been very active since Easter as we
have been out every Wednesday doing
Bushcraft and Adventurous Activities. We
have had a go at canoeing, caving and rock
climbing so far, and have had lots of fun in the
sun.

3M – Key Stage 3
This term 3M have studied the History of
Fashion and New York City as our topics. Our
pupils enjoyed the story of David Walliams The
Boy in the Dress and E.B. White’s Stuart Little.
We have been learning all about how America
welcomed thousands of immigrants into the
country for many years, and how ships like the
Titanic brought all sorts of people across the
Atlantic Ocean with the promise of a new life.
We have studied how fashions have changed
over time, and laughed at the awful clothes
Mick, Gail and Pete used to wear.
Our Bushcraft sessions have generally taken
place in nice weather, although this does mean
we have to put up with Ian’s legs being on
display.

To chill ourselves out after all that
excitement, we have been learning to do ‘Peer
Massage’.

In Art we studied the New York City-inspired
work of artists Georgia O’Keeffe and Freidrich
Stieglitz. We have practised how to draw tall
buildings using the technique of vanishing
points and taken a tour around Nottingham (in
horrible weather) to take images of the major
buildings there. These have been put together
with music and presented using PhotoStory 3 in
school. We also listened to Orson Welles’ War
of the Worlds radio play – which cleared out
many New Yorkers in a mass panic in 1941 and
made our own broadcasts of alien invasions.

Emma came into our class and taught us how to
do the routine. She also showed us how to
make the room extra-relaxing using scented
oils and calming sounds.
We practised the massage to get really good
at it and then ran a Peer Massage taster
session for all of key stage 3 and 4 in our
class assembly.

Most people said they enjoyed the session and
felt calmer afterwards, which was great!

Five of our pupils are moving on and up to Key
Stage 4 next term so we wish Adam, Josh,
Kien, Sammy and Shannon all the very best for
the next stage of their school careers.

3/4 A
KS 3 have enjoyed Adventurous activities
including caving, rock climbing and water
walking. We have had fun taking part in PE
sessions at Brinsley Park with Nicky and using
the outdoor fitness equipment and basketball
court.
As the school year comes to a close we look
back and celebrate the three years we have
had the company and pleasure of two of our
finest young men. We would like to take this
opportunity to wish Benjamin and Matthew all
the very best in their future schools we will
miss them loads and we are all super proud of
them. Best wishes and good luck Benjamin and
Matthew.

We all had a day trip to Chatsworth playground
and farm to create some happy memories with
our year 11’s before they leave.

In cookery we have focused on cutting
and chopping skills and made a tasty
vegetable soup, fruit salad, chopped
mixed salad and a pizza.

Key Stage 4
On May 10th Year 11 went on their residential trip to Lea Green. We had a fantastic time
doing lots of different activities, such as wall climbing, canoeing, bikes and buggies and
archery. We stayed in a lodge together and enjoyed spending time with our friends.
The sun shined everyday and on our last day we went to Matlock and enjoyed fish and
chips together.

I enjoyed climbing on
the climbing wall when
we were at Lea green

I really enjoyed canoeing on
Cromford Canal when we were
at Lea Green on our Year 11s
residential
The Year 11s celebrated in style at their prom this year. Arriving by limousine everyone
looked amazing. Students and staff danced the night away, after having a meal together.
Sophie and Benjamin were crowned Prom Prince and Princess. It was a fantastic way to
come together and celebrate the student’s time at Bennerley Fields.

Forthcoming sessions:
Parent/Carer social event - Date to
be confirmed.

Family Support
From September Fliss Hayden will be
replacing Sue on the pastoral care
team. She will work closely with Julie
Addison (Family Support Worker) to
offer support to our families. We
encourage you to talk to us and no issue
is too small to share.
Continence Clinic
We are working with the Derby
Continence team who will hold monthly
clinics here at school. This will save
Parents and Carers struggling with their
child to get into Derby for
appointments.
After school social activities
Unfortunately we have not managed to
start these as we had planned this
term. We hope to start these after the
summer holiday.
Scouting
Discussions are still continuing to try to
set up a Scouting group which will be
held on the school premises. I will keep
you updated on the progress.
Attachment
Sue and I have almost completed our
Attachment research project. Soon
Bennerley Fields will have the
Attachment Aware School status.

I hope to arrange a coffee morning or
afternoon early in the new term to
have a catch up and welcome parents
and carers of new students who will
join us in September.
Sleep Workshop - Thursday 21st
September 2017
We have booked a sleep therapist to
come in to school to share strategies
that may help your child’s sleep and
allow you a get a little more sleep
hopefully!
Toileting - Monday 9th October 2017
We have booked Emma from the
Continence team in Derby to come in to
run this session.
All parents and carers are most
welcome to come to any of these
sessions. It doesn’t matter what age or
stage your child is at. We hope that
some of these meetings touch on
topics that are important to you.
We also hope that you will join us at
our social events were you can meet
and share experiences with one
another.

Fliss and I wish you all a good
summer break.
Julie Addison (Family Support Worker)
Fliss Hayden (Head of Pastoral Care,
Wellbeing and Therapies)

E-Safety
There is an Online Safety section on our
school website which has a lot of links to
useful guides and further information to
help you support your child when using the
internet and social media.

The Friends of Bennerley Fields are a
registered charity who work hard to
fundraise for the benefit our students.
Chair: Marie Taylor

School Garden
The School Garden is now fully accessible!
We now have:
• A new gate
• Tarmac paths
• A wheelchair accessible shed
• A wheelchair accessible greenhouse

Last term we sent home with every student
a free copy of the Digital Parenting
Magazine (issue 5). This has lots of really
helpful up-to-date information and is also
available on our website.
If you have any concerns or questions you
can contact the school via the email:
esafety@bennerleyfields.derbyshire.sch.uk
If you have any serious concerns relating
to online abuse please contact The Child
Exploitation and Online Protection Centre
(CEOP) directly through their website:
ceop.police.uk

We now have both a twitter feed
@bennerleyfields and a Bennerley
Fields School FaceBook page
Both offer quick ways of keeping up to
date with things going on in school and
sharing the success of our students.
If you need any help with this please
get in touch with us at school and we
will be more than happy to help.
See you online!

