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School has looked very
festive with Christmas
trees and Christmas music
can be heard all around
school. There really is a
lovely atmosphere. Staff
and students have worked
very hard on the Christmas
performances. I hope you
enjoyed watching them
as much as I did!

The Friends are very pleased to announce that
we have registered on The Giving Machine:

www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
The sign up code is 265835

It has been a very busy
term. We have welcomed
20 new pupils to school this year who have
settled very well. There have been lots of
outstanding learning opportunities both in school
and in the community. I hope that you will enjoy
reading about them all over the next few pages.
I have had some really lovely comments from
people who have seen our students out and about
and I am very proud of them all.
Our new school council has been elected and they
meet regularly with Alistair. They have been
looking at updating our anti bullying policy after
our successful anti bullying week.
I am very pleased to be working with:
Harley Revill

Headgirl

Jordan Reynolds

Headboy

Ethan Attenborrow

Deputy Headboy

Charlotte Tyler

Deputy Headgirl

They are proud to represent school and are doing
a fabulous job.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
all a very peaceful Christmas and a happy new
year.
Ann Harrison
Headteacher

This is a fundraising website that works by
generating commission on your internet
shopping. There are many websites available
including Amazon, eBay, Next, M&S.
Once you have registered you need to select
Friends of Bennerley Fields as your chosen
charity. Please note: do not choose Bennerley
Fields Specialist Speech and Language College.
Then you simply go to The Giving Machine
website first and follow the link to your chosen
site. You then order as normal. School will get a
small percentage on all eligible purchases.
There is no extra charge to yourself.
There is also an App which can be used.
Please have a look and consider using this as an
easy way to raise funds for school.
Please share with your friends and relatives!
Attendance
13 Pupils have achieved 100% attendance
this term – Well Done!
Dates for your Diary
Last day of term–Tues 19th December
INSET day – Tues 2nd January
Pupils return to school–Wed 3rd January
Half Term – 19th Feb to 23rd Feb

Ladybirds - KS1
We have been learning about the weather in
We have been learning weather songs and we
the Ladybirds. We have particularly enjoyed
have really enjoyed playing with umbrellas and
using our senses to explore different weather. splashing outside in our wellington boots.

Noah exploring rainbows

Lyra exploring ice

David exploring snow

Busy Bees – KS1
Busy Bees have settled into our new classroom
and have been doing activities based around the
topics of Pirates and Light.
In our Pirate topic we used lots of ICT and
craft activities to make role play props and
treasure maps that led us on some fantastic
treasure hunts. We really enjoyed a pirate play
performed by Jeffery Jumper and practiced
talking like a pirate! We investigated famous
pirates and after looking at some famous pirate
flag designs, we had a go at designing our own.

This term they have been creating effects
using lights to create patterns that are similar
to the Aurora Borealis. We have investigated
shadows by making shadow puppets and
investigated the effects of different
transparencies of materials on light.

.

Elijah successfully finding the
treasure after a treasure hunt

Charlie’s pirate puppet
and design

Harrison creating
Aurora Borealis patterns

Tigers - Key Stage 2

This term Tigers have been learning about Light
in Literacy and Topic and Time in Numeracy,
including times of the day, months and days of
the week. They have really enjoyed Numeracy
sessions: particularly the Months of the year song.
They have loved the lovely structure of the the
days and months and learning how many days in a
Henry ordering the months of the year
week/ month etc. They have been learning how to
spell the names of the days and months.
In topic Tigers have been learning about
Benjamin Franklin, lightning and different light
sources. We have also been exploring shadows
and using torches. We made lightning with knex
and through programming the Beebot. In ICT we
also made firework pictures using the Beebots.
We have also been talking to each other about
our likes, dislikes and preferences and learning
Jamie’s conversation with Becky
how to have a two way conversation.

Dolphins – Key Stage 2

Dolphins have had a very busy term. The most
exciting thing was changing classrooms after
the half term break. We are now situated in the
Early Years block in a much larger room. All of
us, pupils and staff are enjoying the space
which gives more opportunities to learn
together in lots of fun ways.
Before half term our topic was Pirates – Ship
ahoy! Jeffrey Jumper came and entertained us
with a Pirate sensory show which we loved! We
also had a Pirate party with some of our parents
at Rutland Park.
This half term we have been learning about
Light- light from torches, the sun and the stars
and about light and dark.

Eagles - Key Stage 2
Eagle’s class have done lots of fun and
exciting things this term; we have learnt
about Guy Fawkes and Bonfire night, we have
learnt lots of new facts about ‘Light’. As part
of our art we made UV paint firework
pictures and looked at them under the UV
light. We have looked at natural and artificial
light. We also had lots of fun making
electrical circuits, looking at conductors and
insulators.
We have been working on teamwork and
helping each other to earn lots of marbles!!
We particularly like R-time where the pupils
take part in peer massage. This is when we
have a story that is accompanied by massage
movements.
In Topic we have looked at how the movement
of the Earth, Sun and Moon determine
whether it is day or night.
In numeracy we have been looking at
measuring and different units of measure.
We measured shadows and used the correct
vocabulary to describe them as the light
moved closer and further away from the
object.

We now have both a twitter feed @bennerleyfields and a
Bennerley Fields School FaceBook page
Both offer quick ways of keeping up
to date with things going on in school
and sharing the success of our
students.

If you need any help with this please
get in touch with us at school and we
will be more than happy to help.
See you online!

3M – Key Stage 3
It has been another busy term of new
effort and new experiences for 3M. Mick
has welcomed Karen and Dan into the room.
We also welcomed a lot of new members to
the class, especially from Eagles and our
group of 10 young men have settled well.

We were offered complimentary tickets to
see Moana during the ‘into film festival’ at
the Scala cinema in Ilkeston. Karen has
been making the class knead, chop, roll,
spread and clean up as our Wednesdays are
now given over to cooking sessions.

We have been examining how weather
affects our world in Extreme Earth and
have now moved on to Ancient Empires as
we look to learn about how Europe has been
conquered and re-conquered time and time
again. Our guys work really hard in literacy
and numeracy at all times but we have also
spent time learning how to use Comic Life to
express our learning in comics. This came in
really handy during Anti-Bullying Week
when we worked in groups to make stories
about bullying and then challenging about
the roles of boys and girls and how
stereotypes can harm them.

The highlight of the term so far was Jack’s
lesson on the Great Pyramids. Jack planned,
created and then delivered an outstanding
lesson on the reasons why the Great
Pyramids were built. There were 3
questions for us to answer and report back
on. He did an incredible job and now has
more of an understanding what’s needed for
everyone to learn.

3F – Key Stage 3
3F have been busy with lots of science
investigations this term. We learned about the
weather and the water cycle using music, dance
and drama and even made up a weather story
for our peer massage sessions.
It was fun when we made clouds out of balloons
and popped them to make it rain!
We have also been finding out about
magnets with 3/4A
this term and we have
carried out
different experiments
to find out how
invisible forces push
and pull. We used
magnetic forces to play
games and make things
move in different ways.
Our Bushcraft sessions
earlier this term helped
us to learn how to work
as a team and learn new
skills in the outdoors.
As the weather was
starting to get colder,
we wanted to try cooking lots of different
foods on the campfire to warm us up. We made
bacon butties, roast chestnuts, fluffy baked
potatoes with butter and beans on toast!

3K - Key Stage 3
In 3K we have been working hard during antibullying week. We have completed lots of
different activities thinking about what makes
a good friend and how it would feel to be
bullied.
We wrote poems in Literacy. This is a
fantastic piece of work by Alicia Flowers:

Today at school was not my day
I guess today was the worse of days
I got bullied and teased all day long
I wish those bullies would just be gone
Now the day is finally done
And they called it harmless fun
But they did about a ton
I feel sad, miserable and left alone
But I can’t sit here any more
To my grumpy lonely tone
Because sticks and stones
May break my bones but words
May never hurt me
And at school friendship is all you need.

3K were very lucky to be given the opportunity
to meet a famous wild life artist Pollyanna
Pickering at her Gallery near Matlock. The
pupils were able to look at a selection of her
work and ask her questions

Our Wednesday cooking adventures have now
moved indoors to our school kitchen. We have
built our skills by preparing many different
vegetables for delicious dishes from across the
world including Pad Thai, Singapore noodles and
pasta bake – yum!!
Happy Christmas from 3F!

4SL – Key Stage 4
This term has been an exciting term for 4SL.
We have done some lovely themed weeks which
included Georges Marvellous Medicine week
and a week learning about the human body.
During Georges Marvellous Medicine week we
did lots of activities including experimenting
with ingredients to make our own marvellous
medicines, some turned teachers into frogs,
along with a rhyming spell to say while feeding
our victims the medicine . We also had a
afternoon filming our own version of Georges
Marvellous Medicine.

As well as this we have had a fantastic themed
week learning all about the human body. To go
with our themed song of the week, Dem Bones,
we have made skeletons as well as other
activities such as creating a body with working
organs and learning a spooky skeleton dance.

Minecraft and e-Safety
Minecraft is a construction game, popular
with children and adults of all ages. Players
work alone or with others to build all sorts of
structures and worlds and many players enjoy
the open-ended nature of the game. It looks
like an on-line version of Lego.
Minecraft is available on many platforms and
as there are different versions there are
also different risks. The version for tablet is
the Pocket Edition. It is the most basic and
cheapest version and has two modes: creative
and survival. In creative mode players have
unlimited resources. They can build what they
like and fly. In survival mode players must
gather resources and protect themselves
from hostiles. Because of the mild threats of
survival mode the game in the UK is rated at
PEGI 7. In Pocket Edition players can only
play with others on the same Wi-Fi network.
This is the safest version for young players.
The PC and games console versions have extra
features. Players sometimes want to use
these as they can build more exciting stuff.
However, they also both have the ability to
do multiplayer games over the internet, with
the potential to be playing games (and
chatting live) with strangers. This presents a
number of significant risks from bad language
to being persuaded to give away private
information. Young people often report
strangers coming into their games and
destroying everything they have built (this is
known as griefing). If you do not wish your
child to play games with people you don’t
know, you will need to switch this off or limit
access to the internet from the device.
Another feature of Minecraft is a large
community of players making YouTube videos
to show tips and tricks. Your child may want
to access these but note that some of these
videos are created by adults and may not be
suitable for children and young people.

3/4 A
This term 3/4A have been learning great things in
the community.
Weekly shopping tasks to Aldi and Morrison’s are
helping students to develop confidence and maths
knowledge when checking prices and working out
cost and change.
We have enjoyed our weekly library
visits especially group story times.
Everybody follows the routine of
checking in and signing out the books
and choosing books to read by
themselves.

Bushcraft adventures have seen students interact
and participate as part of a team working together
and helping each other. This has been a wonderful
opportunity for 34A students to overcome
challenging obstacles and become supportive team
members.

Key Stage 4
As part of the AIMS awards Josh Taylor
and Jordan Hanson have completed painting
and decorating tasks around school and
have made a professional job of emulsioning
3K classroom and painting the shed.

Also as part of a gardening unit they have
weeded the raised beds in the school
‘allotment’, improved the soil and planted
garlic and winter onions.

Family Support and Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Department have got off to a
busy start during the past term! We have
held several parent/carer sessions, focusing
on sleep, behaviour and continence as well
as our general coffee morning.
The After School Social Club has also had
its first session – a fantastic bowling trip
with 3K; Stephanie was the expert bowler
and won the game, alongside showing others
how to do it (us included)! This will shortly
be followed by some soft play fun at Escape
with 3F and 3/4A. Watch our Twitter feed
for more info! Alistair continues with his
weekly Monday After School Club and Sue
has set up a KS4 Girl’s Lunchtime Club
which runs every Wednesday and includes
activities such as: dancing, walking and
more! A chance for some real “girly time!”
Our Anti-Bullying Week was a great
success! The school had themed days which
focused around this year’s message: “All
different, all equal.” This ranged from
wearing odd socks, to a best smile
competition and some relaxing peer
massage. All students showed really positive
attitudes throughout the week and enjoyed
moving around different classes on the final
day to try out new activities!
Last month, Fliss attended Derbyshire’s
Anti-Stigma Campaign Training along with
our Head Boy and Head Girl. This now means
that we can get started on our own school
campaign to raise awareness of mental
health in young people, which will include a
focused week in February, as well as general
support. This is an exciting opportunity for
our students to have a say in how things are
done and to take the lead in raising
awareness!

Staff have also been enjoying looking after
their own mental health through our staff
pamper evenings. We have now put a date in
the diary for our first parent/carer pamper
morning, where we will have therapists
trained in massage and reflexology. Please
come along and indulge in a bit of “you
time!”

Dates for your diary:
Wednesday 17th January (9.30am)
Parent/Carer Session: Family Funding
Tuesday 6th February (9.45am)
Parent/Care Session: Dental Care

Wednesday 7th February (9.30am)
Parent/Carer Pamper Morning
March 2018 (Day and time TBC)
Parent/Carer Session: eSafety

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you
have any issues in which you need advice or
support.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
Fliss and Julie (The Pastoral Team)

The Pastoral Team
My name is Fliss Hayden. I have taught at Bennerley Fields since
April 2016 and have been Head of Pastoral Care, Wellbeing &

Therapies since September 2017. My role includes:
• SENDCo – I make sure that your child’s needs are reviewed
every year and liaise with other professionals.
• Pastoral Care - I am responsible for parent/carer support and
oversee the important work of our Family Support Worker
(Julie). Together we help signpost families to the services they

Fliss Hayden
Head of Pastoral
Care, Wellbeing &
Therapies

need.
• Safeguarding - An important part of my work includes the
safeguarding of your child. I share responsibility for this with
Ann Harrison, Alistair Crawford and Julie Addison. It is
important to say everyone in school is responsible for this too.
• Therapies – I am responsible for over-seeing our Speech and
Language Therapy work, Rebound Therapy programme, Positive
Play programme and the Sensory Curriculum.
• Wellbeing – It is also my job to look after the wellbeing of all
students and staff in school.
• I also teach in Dolphins Class in KS2 for 2.5 days a week.
My name is Julie Addison. I have worked at Bennerley Fields for
the past 15 years and have been the school’s Family Support
Worker since September 2016. My role includes:
• Signposting families to services they may need.
• Running workshop sessions and get-togethers for parents and
carers
• Safeguarding - An important part of my work includes the
safeguarding of your child. I share responsibility for this with

Julie Addison
Family Support
Worker

Ann Harrison, Alistair Crawford and Fliss Hayden. It is important
to say everyone in school is responsible for this too.
• Making home visits if you have a specific need which you need
support with.
• Supporting students in school and liaising with staff to address
any issues.
• Meeting regularly with other professionals who may be able to
help meet your child’s needs.

